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Localizing InBatch Applications  by Daren Moffatt


Wonderware® InBatch™ stores most of the setup and display information for its applications in text files.  This allows users to localize the application text and message text to their native language.  An InBatch application can be translated from the default English language to any single-byte language. (InBatch currently does not support multi-byte languages.)  This Tech Note describes how to change to the application defaults files and the message catalogs in order to localize an InBatch application, assuming that InBatch has been properly installed.


Note  Use extreme caution when changing the language of InBatch applications.  Errors could result in InBatch failure.


Changing the language of an InBatch application requires:  


A text editor, such as Wordpad.  (A 32-bit text editor is not required, but a 16-bit text editor, such as Notepad, may truncate some of the converted files to less than 8 characters);


Familiarity with the Windows NT operating system;


Familiarity with InBatch.


Localizing the Application Defaults Files


Each InBatch application that uses a graphical user interface has its own application defaults file stored in the default InBatch installation directory C:\Inbatch\ Batchsrv\App-defaults.  There is also an InBatch master defaults file, called Direktor.defaults, located in this directory.  Use the Windows Explorer to browse this directory and locate both the application defaults file and the master defaults file.  Make a backup copy of these files and store them in a different directory.  Then, open the original files in a text editor and modify their text so they represent the preferred language.  For InBatch to operate properly, these files must be saved with their original file names in their original location.  


Changing the Application Defaults File


Below are two entries from the Recipe Editor application defaults file.  The first entry, RecipeEdit.title: Recipe Editor, determines the name that is displayed in the title bar of the Recipe Editor application.  The second entry, RecipeEdit.iconName: Recipe Editor, determines the name that is displayed in the Recipe Editor icon.


�
Before						After


RecipeEdit.title: Recipe Editor			RecipeEdit.title: New Title Name


RecipeEdit.iconName: Recipe Editor	 		RecipeEdit.iconName: New Icon Name


Here are some guidelines for changing the application defaults files:


The entry name, which is on the left side of the colon, should never be modified;


New entries cannot be added;


Existing entries cannot be deleted.


Localizing the Message Catalog


Each InBatch application has message files that contain the messages that are used by that application, such as error messages.  All of the messages that are in the message files are gathered into two catalog files, called Direktor.cat and Dkint.cat.  The Direktor.cat file contains the core InBatch messages.  The Dkint.cat file contains the messages that relate to integrating InBatch with Wonderware® InTouch™.  By default, these catalog files are located in the directory C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages.  All of the message files that are contained in the two catalog files are stored in a default language directory called C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages\.English.  


To localize your InBatch applications, the message files in the language directory must be modified, using a text editor, to represent the new language. Then these files must be saved with their original file name in a new directory that is named according to the new language.  After the files have been modified, the catalog files must be reconstructed. The recommended procedure and an example are presented below.


Procedure


Use Windows Explorer to create a new directory that is named according to the new language, such as \Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages\.New_lang 


Copy the contents of the language directory C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages\.English to the new directory C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages\.New_lang.


Use a text editor to modify the appropriate message files that are stored in the directory C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages\.New_lang so they represent the new language.  After making the changes, save the files with their original file names.


To create the new message catalogs called Direktor.cat and Dkint.cat, enter the following commands at the MS-DOS prompt.  The new files will be created in the directory C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages\.New_lang.  


cd \inbatch\batchsrv\messages\.english


..\..\bin\mkmsgcat dkint.msg dkint.cat


..\..\bin\mkmsgcat direktor.msg direktor.cat


5.	Copy the message catalogs that you just created, Direktor.cat and Dkint.cat, from C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages\.New_lang to C:\Inbatch\Batchsrv\Messages.


Changing the Message Files


Below are several examples of how to change the message files so they represent a new language.  These entries are taken from the Recipe Editor messages file.  The first field of each entry corresponds to the message number.  The second field of each entry corresponds to the message that is displayed by the Recipe Editor.  


Before        						After


10 Cannot find material!				10 New_Message


17 Value cannot be less than low limit of %%.2f!	17 New_Message %%.2f!


19 Delete recipe?					19 New_Message


43 %%s - Input not found in material database!	43 %%s - New_Message


Here are some guidelines for changing the message entries:


Only the message can be altered;


The message number and insert arguments within the message should never be modified;


New messages cannot be added;


Existing messages cannot be deleted; 


The modified message should not exceed the length of the original message;


Do not delete or change the set number entry at the top of each file’s message list.
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