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Configuring Automatic Log Ons for Windows NT�by Andrew Brodie


Microsoft Windows NT has a large number of security features that you can use to create protected systems.  Unfortunately, some of these features can hinder industrial applications.  One example is the Windows NT log on window that appears which requires you to press the <Ctrl><Alt><Delete> keys each time the system starts up.  This Tech Note describes how to set up either Windows NT 3.51 or 4.0 so that it will automatically log your users on each time that the system starts up without having to press the <Ctrl><Alt><Delete> keys.


See also, Tech Note Number 41, “Diagnosing Wonderware Hardware Key Failures”, for information on possible hardware key problems (and their solutions) with automatic log ons under Windows NT.  Note that this does not apply if you are running Wonderware® FactorySuite™ or FactorySuite Plus™ with the software license manager (that is, you are not using the Wonderware hardware key).


Procedure


Note  The dialog boxes and windows shown in this procedure are for Windows NT 4.0.  The procedure is the same for Windows NT 3.51, except that the dialog boxes and windows look slightly different.


Log onto the Windows NT computer as the Administrator.  Select Run from the Start menu (or Run from the Program Manager’s File menu under Windows NT 3.51) and type in regedt32 in the Open listbox, then click the OK button, as shown here:


	�


	The Registry Editor window should appear as shown on the next page.  Select the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE registry as shown on the next page.


	�


2)	Traverse the registry by selecting SOFTWARE / Microsoft / Windows NT / CurrentVersion / Winlogon.  You should see something similar to the following in the right side of the Registry Editor window, as shown here:


�


You should see two registry values listed under the Winlogon folder: DefaultDomainName and DefaultUserName.  DefaultDomainName exists if the computer is connected to a network.  If DefaultUserName is listed, along with the registry value DefaultPassword, then skip to step 5.


If DefaultUserName is not listed, then first create the registry value, DefaultPassword, by choosing Add Value from the Edit menu.  The Add Value dialog box should appear, as shown on the next page:


�


	Type in DefaultPassword in the Value Name listbox and REG_SZ in the Data Type listbox, as shown above.  Click the OK button.


	The String Editor dialog box should appear:


	�


	Type in a password in the String listbox as shown above.  Then click the OK button.


Note  Do not type in the String value “password” as shown in the example above!  The String value “password” is for illustration purposes only.  Wonderware Technical Support recommends that you choose a appropriate, secure password for the DefaultUserName registry value that will be created in the following step.


4)	Repeat step 3 and create the registry value DefaultUserName.  Enter the appropriate username for the String value (example, “johndoe”).


5)	Create the registry value, AutoAdminLogon, by choosing Add Value from the Edit menu.


In the Add Value dialog box that appears, type AutoAdminLogon in the Value Name listbox and REG_SZ in the Data Type listbox, as shown here:


�


�
In the String Editor dialog box that appears, type 1 in the String listbox, as shown here:


�


Close the Registry Editor window and exit the Registry Editor.  Then reboot the computer.  Windows NT should automatically log on by using the registry values DefaultUserName and DefaultPassword.


Congratulations!  Your Windows NT system is now configured for automatic log ons!  Note that you can bypass the automatic log on procedure by pressing the <Shift> key while the computer is booting up.


The Tech Note publication is published periodically by the Wonderware Technical Support group.  Editors: Mari Fujii and Sabrina Haag;  Technical Publications Coordinator: Sabrina Haag;  Director of  Technical Support: Sheila S. Kester;  Publisher, Wonderware Corporation, 100 Technology Drive, Irvine CA 92618.  E-mail your questions or requests to techpubs@wonderware.com.


There is also technical information on the Wonderware software products on the WonderTech Web site at http://wondertech.wonderware.com, the Wonderware Bulletin Board Service at (714) 727-0726,  the Wonderware CompuServe forum (GO WONDER), the Comprehensive Support Knowledge Base CD, and the WonderFax FaxBack® service at (714) 450-5050.  Call Wonderware Technical Support at (714) 727-3299 for more information on the WonderTech Web site, the BBS, the Wonderware CompuServe forum, the Comprehensive Support Knowledge Base CD or the WonderFax system.
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