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Using SlimMngr and DDECli Together in InBatch


by Richard Ekstein


Normally, Wonderware® InBatch™ cannot run SlimMngr with either the DDECli program or the new IOCli program at the same time.  However, this Tech Note, describes a procedure that will allow you to use SlimMngr simultaneously with either program.  It is assumed that you will be using either DDECli or IOCli with SlimMngr to provide tag information to InBatch. 


Note   Before you modify your InBatch application, carefully read through this entire procedure so that you understand any possible side effects.  


Step 1


Click the Environment button on the Environment Display.  Then, in the Environment Editor, delete any existence of SlimMngr.


Step 2


Click the Add... button at the bottom of the Environment Editor to display the list of InBatch applications.  Then, in the Applications dialog box, click the Other... button.  Enter SlimMngr as the Application in the User Defined Application Editor dialog box and then click the Add button.  Although you will only see one SlimMngr entry listed in the User Defined Application dialog box, you have actually added a second instance of the SlimMngr to the Applications list.  


Step 3


Select SlimMngr from the User Defined Application dialog box.  Then click the Edit Parms… button to display the Command Line Parameters dialog box.  On a separate sheet of paper, write down the entries that are currently configured for SlimMngr, including the seconds per phase parameter and the Write R/O Tags parameter.  Click the Cancel button when you are finished copying the information.


Step 4


In the User Defined Application Editor dialog box, delete the SlimMngr application that you added in Step 2.  Since there were actually two instances of SlimMngr, you will only be deleting one instance of SlimMngr from the Applications list.   Therefore,  you should still see SlimMngr listed in the User Defined Application Editor dialog box after you have deleted the SlimMngr application.  Delete this second SlimMngr entry so that SlimMngr is no longer listed.  Be careful, you could potentially use this procedure to remove all knowledge of Batch Manager or any other application from your Environment Database.


Note   Deleting the SlimMngr application will remove all knowledge of SlimMngr from your Environment Database.  The only way to get the SlimMngr application back into the Environment Database is to either add it manually in the User Defined Application Editor or to copy in a new Environment Database  (envdb*.*) from the .dflt_cfg directory.


Step 5


Follow Step 2 to add SlimMngr again, then go to Step 6. 


Step 6


After you have added the SlimMngr application, you will need to reconfigure it using the parameters that you copied in Step 3.  To enter these parameters, select SlimMngr from the User Defined Application List and click the Edit Parms… button.  Then, in the blank Command Line Parameters dialog box, enter the parameters that you copied in Step 3.   Note that Seconds per phase has the parameter t and Write read only tags has the parameter w. 


Next, define which applications will act as clients and which will act servers.  To determine this, think about which applications you would like to start before and after you start SlimMngr.  For example:


If you make SlimMngr a client of DDECli, then you have to run DDECli in order to run SlimMngr.


If you make SlimMngr a client of IOCli, then you have to run IOCli in order to run SlimMngr.


If you make SlimMngr a server to BatchMngr, then you have to run SlimMngr before you can run BatchMngr.  


If you plan to run InBatch only in simulation mode at any time, then you will need to configure SlimMngr so that it is not a client of DDECli.


Note  Remember that you must start any application that is a server to SlimMngr before SlimMngr will be able to run. 


Step 7


Once SlimMngr has been added to the Applications list and has been configured, add SlimMngr to the Environment Editor and assign the appropriate parameters to it.
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