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Configuring DDE Shares for NetDDE in Windows NT 4.0�by Andrew Brodie


In order to use NetDDE to establish network communication between two or more computers under Microsoft Windows NT 4.0, a DDE Share must be defined on each computer.  This Tech Note describes the steps to follow to properly configure a DDE Share under Windows NT 4.0.


Note  You must log on with full Administrator privileges under Windows NT 4.0 in order to follow these steps and configure a DDE Share.


Step 1


From the Windows NT 4.0 desktop, click the Start button on the taskbar and choose Control Panel from the Settings submenu.
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Step 2


In the Control Panel open window, double click the Services program icon.  The Services dialog box should appear (shown on the next page):
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NetDDE requires two services be set to Automatic: Network DDE DSDM and Network DDE.


To configure the Network DDE DSDM service, in the Services dialog box under the Service list, double click Network DDE DSDM.  The following Service dialog box should appear:


�


Under Startup Type, click Automatic.  Then, click the OK button.


Repeat this step to configure the Network DDE service to Automatic.  That is, select Network DDE in the Services dialog box’s Service list, click the Automatic option button under Startup Type, and click the OK button.


Step 3


From the Windows NT 4.0 desktop, click the Start button on the taskbar again and choose Run from the Start menu.  In the Open box, enter DDESHARE as shown below.  Then, click the OK button.
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The following DDE Share on \\<node> open window should appear:
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Double click the program icon shown on the left.  (The one without the check mark (().)  The DDE Shares dialog box should appear:
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Click the Add a Share… button. The DDE Share Properties dialog box should appear (shown on the next page):
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Step 4


Complete the DDE Share Properties dialog box as shown on the previous page.  That is, enter *|* in the Share Name box and enter * in the Old Style box under Application Name and Topic Name.


Do not click the OK button yet.


Step 5


Configure the security for the new DDE Share.  On the same DDE Shares Properties dialog box, click the Permissions button.  The DDE Share Name Permissions dialog box should appear:
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In the Name list, double click the share for Everyone.  The Special Access dialog box should appear:
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Click the Full Control (All) option button on the Special Access dialog box, then click the OK button.


Step 6


Click the OK button on the DDE Share Name Permissions dialog box to return to the DDE Share Properties dialog box.


Click the OK button on the DDE Share Properties dialog box to return to the DDE Shares dialog box.  Highlight the *|* share in the DDE Shares list on the DDE Shares dialog box, then click the Trust Share button.  The Trusted Share Properties dialog box should appear:
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Complete the dialog box as shown.  That is, select the checkboxes for Start Application Enable, Initiate to Application Enable, and Cmd Show Override and enter a zero for the Override value.  Then, click the Set button and then the OK button.  Finish by clicking the OK button on the DDE Shares Dialog box.


Step 7


The Trusted Share properties should now be defined for the DDE Share *|*.  You may now close the DDE Share application that was started in step 3 by clicking the Close button (the “×” button) in the upper right corner of the DDE Share on \\<node> open window.


Step 8


Repeat steps 1 through 7 for each Windows NT 4.0 computer to which you want to communicate using NetDDE.
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