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Alternate Approach to Using Direktor’s HistArchive and HistImport  by Lawrence LeBlanc


This Tech Note describes an alternative approach to using the Wonderware® Direktor™ HistArchive and HistImport utilities for archiving data in a historical database for Direktor.  HistArchive copies the data from a historical database to an ASCII text file, then deletes the records from the historical database.  HistImport does the opposite in that it reads the data in the archived text file and writes it back to a specified historical database.  The advantage of using HistArchive and HistImport is it minimizes the size of the historical database.  But, the disadvantage is you cannot query or run the Historical Reports option on the data that was archived by HistArchive until you execute HistImport.  This is because the archived data is stored in the text file which is unavailable to Direktor.


This Tech Note describes how you can archive your historical data without using HistArchive and HistImport.  The advantage is it allows you to keep your historical databases intact so that the data is still available for queries.  It also requires less steps to retrieve the archived historical data and to generate any SQL reports.


Note  The steps described in this Tech Note apply to Direktor releases prior to Release 4.0.


Step 1: Create a Report_Archive directory.


You only need to perform this step once, afterwhich the Report_Archive directory is available for use by the remaining steps in this Tech Note.


If Direktor is running, then exit Direktor using the DkRun command.


2)	Change directories to the Direktor configuration directory:


cd $DK_HOME/cfg


3)	Copy Direktor’s default historical databases to a new Report_Archive directory, then change directories to Report_Archive:


cp -r .dflt_cfg Report_Archive


cd Report_Archive


4)	Copy the Report database and the SQL script database from your user configuration directory to the Report_Archive directory (when prompted, enter “Y” to overwrite):


cp ../<usercfg>/ReportDB.* .


cp ../<usercfg>/SQLDB.* .


Where <usercfg> is the name of the user configuration directory.


5)	Edit dkrun.cmd file so that it contains only the following lines.  (Note that the “.” which is at the beginning of each line is part of the file name.)


. MsgDspl -iconic


. UnilinkMngr


. ReportMngr


. ReportDspl -iconic


. ReportSQL -iconic


Step 2: Update the Report database in the Report_Archive directory.


Note  Execute this step only if you created a new report or SQL script, or if changes are made to any existing reports or SQL scripts.


If Direktor is running, then exit Direktor using the DkRun command.


2)	Change directories to the Report_Archive directory and copy the Report database and the SQL script database from your user configuration directory to the Report_Archive directory (when prompted, enter “Y” to overwrite):


cd $DK_HOME/cfg/Report_Archive


cp ../<usercfg>/ReportDB.* .


cp ../ <usercfg>/SQLDB.* .


Where <usercfg> is the name of the user configuration directory.


Step 3: Move the active historical database to the Report_Archive directory.


Execute this step whenever you need to archive the active historical database.  Wonderware Technical Support recommends that you create a separate sub-directory for each historical database to be archived under the Report_Archive directory.  The name of this sub-directory should be the date that the database is moved.  For example, here are examples of two sub-directory names for two different archived historical databases:


$DK_HOME/cfg/Report_Archive/083096


$DK_HOME/cfg/Report_Archive/093096


1)	If Direktor is running, then exit Direktor using the DkRun command.


2)	Change directories to the Report_Archive directory and create an archive directory:


cd $DK_HOME/cfg/Report_Archive


mkdir <archivedate>


	Where <archivedate> is the directory name that includes the date of the historical database to be moved (example: 093096).


3)	Change directories to the new archive directory and move the active historical database to that directory:


cd <archivedate>


mv ../../<usercfg>/HistoryDB.* .


	Where <archivedate> is the name of the archive historical database directory and <usercfg> is the name of the user configuration directory.


4)	Change directories to your user configuration directory and copy an empty historical database into that directory:


cd $DK_HOME/cfg/<usercfg>	


cp ../.dflt_cfg/HistoryDB.* .	


Step 4: Run the Historical Reports on the archived historical database.


1)	If Direktor is running, then exit Direktor using the DkRun command.  Then, exit DkRun.


2)	Change directories to the Report_Archive directory and copy the desired archived historical database to this directory (when prompted, enter “Y” to overwrite):


cd $DK_HOME/cfg/Report_Archive


cp <archivedate>/* .


Where <archivedate> is the name of the directory that was created in the previous section, Step 3: Move the active historical database to the Report_Archive directory.  (Example: 093096.)


3)	Execute the DkRun command to restart Direktor and execute the Historical Reports option on the historical database that was copied in step 2).  Perform any necessary Report tasks for the specified database.


4)	Exit Direktor by using the DkRun command and change directories to your user configuration directory:


cd $DK_HOME/cfg/<usercfg>


Where <usercfg> is the name of the user configuration directory.


5)	Execute the DkRun command and start up Direktor for normal use.  Specify a new (empty) historical database.
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